Star-Telegram.com: | 02/26/2008 | For just a few dollars more, pavilion w... http://www.star-telegram.com/arlington_news/story/495455.html

Welcome Guest
Login | Register

Current: 47°
Weather

Complete Forecast

goal?

751bs + »

IS your

Set your home page

5-251bs » 25-1751bs »

Subscribe today

And it’s done.

Web Search powered by YAHOO! SEARCH
®Istar-Telegram.com'_Archives'_\Web Search GOI

Star-Telegram com

MOBILE NEWS ALERTS e-EDITION e-NEWSLETTERS CLICK DFW VARSITY WEDDINGS SHOPLOCAL YELLOW PAGES ADVERTISE CONTACTUS NEWSPAPER SERVICES

HOME NEWS OBITUARIES SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT YOUR LIFE OPINIONS BLOGS CHATS MULTIMEDIA CARS REAL ESTATE CLASSIFIEDS JOBS SERVICES

NEWS > LOCAL NEWS > ARLINGTON  Tuesday, Feb 26, 2008

Arlington EE Bwweeo

reprint or license
Digg it
For just a few dollars more, pavilion will be a done
deal
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If you haven't been keeping score on the Friends
of the Levitt Pavilion's fundraising for their share of
the Founders' Plaza Park across from City Hall,
here's the tally: $1,113,350 in the bank, $86,650
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The snag is that the first professional concert -- a
rock/folk band called Trout Fishing In America -- is
scheduled for sometime in September. Knock on wood.

"To have the pavilion and the park up and ready by September really means that we needed to start construction

yesterday," Vandergriff says.

Make no mistake. Arlington tends to be philanthropy-deficient. That the friends group has managed to raise more
than $1.1 million in only four months qualifies as a near miracle. They're almost there.

The city plans to issue a contract for construction anyway, technically listing the pavilion as the second stage i n the
construction process, though in fact the park and pavilion will be built almost simultaneously.

"They know we'll come up with the last $86,650 very quickly," Vandergriff says.
How quickly? Maybe as soon as this week. Worst case, next week.

There are some pledges still out -- the city wants actual cash, not pledges -- and fundraising chairman Cliff
Mycoskie, a local landscape architect, continues to make calls every day.

"We're definitely going to make it, but it would be great to put those last few dollars in the bank," Mycoskie say s.

Though the Levitt Foundation has helped fund several other outdoor pavilions across the country, all the previous
projects involved existing outdoor amphitheaters and were essentially renovations.
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“This is the first totally new pavilion and also the first that's basically the centerpiece for downtown redevelop ment,"
Vandergriff says. "So they're looking Founders' Park with considerably more than the usual interest. In fact the
Arlington pavilion will be the Levitt flagship -- the model to emulate.”

If you want to help

To contribute to Arlington's Levitt Pavilion project, call 817-303-2800 or go to www.levittpavilionarlington.org.

O.K. Carter's column appears Tuesdays and Thursdays. 817-548-5428
okc@star-telegram.com
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